
Hundreds of years ago, in a land far away, an old man named Alexander rescued 
helpless children.  Alexander had a very kind heart.  He didn’t want the children to 
go without food, clothing, or shelter.  Alexander often drove his mule-drawn wagon 
around the town searching for homeless children to help.

On this particular day, Alexander drove his wagon through a very poor village.
He saw a little boy and a little girl sitting in an alley.  Their clothes were torn, and the 
children were very dirty.  They sat close together and cried. 

"Why are you crying?" asked Alexander from atop his wagon. 
"Our mother and father have died.  We have no family and nothing to eat," said 

the little girl. 
"We are hungry," said the little boy.  "Can you help us, Sir?" 
Alexander told the little boy and girl to climb into his wagon.  Alexander took the 

little boy and girl to his farm in the country.  At the farm, they saw dozens of other 
children busy at work.  Out in the field, young boys were cutting down hay.  In the 
barn, young girls were milking cows. 

"All of these children have lost their parents," Alexander told the little boy and girl.
"We all work together so we can eat and keep the farmhouse clean.  I find good 
homes with loving mothers and fathers for most of the boys and girls.  I will find a 
good home for you too.  But until we find a good home for you, I must teach you how 
to work so you can help us keep ourselves fed." 

The boy and girl were more than happy to work.  The little boy ran out into the 
fields to work with the other boys.  The boys were kind and helpful.  They taught the 
little boy how to use a pitchfork.  The girl offered to help with the cooking and the 
dishes.  The little boy and girl were very happy in their new home.
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