Alan was a very brave and adventurous boy. He enjoyed learning

11

new things and exploring the land behind his house. One morning 22
before he went exploring, he packed his backpack. He put many things 34
inside. He packed a flashlight, a candle, matches, a compass, popcorn, 45
a hard hat, and his lunch. Then he journeyed into the woods to his new 60
secret spot. 62

The previous day he had discovered a cave, and today he wanted 74
to explore it. Long, thick weeds hid the mouth of the cave. Alan pushed 88
the weeds to the side and looked into the cave. It was too dark to see 104
anything. He turned on his flashlight and looked inside again. The cave 116
was only five feet tall. Alan just fit when he stepped inside. 128

Alan put his hard hat on. It would protect his head from the roof of 143
the cave. He shined his flashlight around the cave. It was dry and cold 157
inside. He walked around and explored the cave. He dropped popcorn 168
behind him as he walked. He found old dishes in the cave. The cave 182
walls displayed several paintings of animals. 188

Alan didn't know what he might find. He had dreamed about finding 200
a lost treasure or some buried gold, but he knew he was more likely to 215
find only mud and rocks. As he worked his way deeper into the cave, he 230
discovered small waterfalls and sharp points of rock hanging from the 241
ceiling. 242

When Alan reached the back of the cave, he stopped to eat his 255
lunch. He was very hungry. But just as Alan finished eating, his 267
flashlight went out. The batteries had died. It was very dark in the cave. 281

Alan struck a match so he could see. The flame lit up the cave. 295
Then he lit the candle he brought. He carried it carefully. He followed 308
the popcorn all the way back to the mouth of the cave. Alan had 322
enjoyed the cave, but he thought he should pack more batteries for 334
future explorations. 336
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